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only related to solving one of the more
difficult problems of this country re-
lated to how we handle military base
closings, but it is also DICK ARMEY who
talked about and brought from his
years as an economics professor, a doc-
tor of economics, the understanding
that what this Congress does when it
taxes people, when it takes money
from people, what those profound ef-
fects are upon not only families and
businesses, but also on the psychology
of the Nation that no longer could han-
dle deficit spending.

Mr. Speaker, it is DICK ARMEY who
understood as a result of traveling all
across this country the hopes and
dreams that people have about Amer-
ica’s greatest days lie in our future,
and that is why DICK ARMEY became
the father or the author of the Con-
tract With America. Yes, he did work
with Newt Gingrich on that, but it is
Dick ARMEY and his staff who took it
as a challenge, an opportunity, a shar-
ing of ideas, where he stated unequivo-
cally that if the Congress of the United
States, the 104th Congress, would focus
on those 10 important aspects that
were embodied within the Contract
With America that were, simply put,
giving power back to people who are
back home and taking power away
from this body, that we could become
not only more respectful of the tax-
payer, but we could focus on the things
that would make this country better.

It is DICK ARMEY who led the battle.
It is DIcK ARMEY who had the ideas,
who shaped not only the things that
made a difference in the Contract With
America, but it is DICK ARMEY who
made sure that they passed on the floor
of this House of Representatives.

Mr. Speaker, DICK ARMEY has served
with honor and distinction, not only
the people of the 26th district of Texas,
but also the people of this country. He
was also our elected representative, the
majority leader of the Republican
Party. He will be sorely missed. Dick
has been a good friend of mine, a men-
tor, and provided me not only with
wise counsel, but also talked about
how this institution must survive be-
cause it is in the best interests of this
country.

So on this happy day, there is sad-
ness in my heart, yet I know that DICK
ARMEY feels like that he goes out in a
way that he chose best, a way where he
had a chance to leave this body, where
he had a chance to give his very best,
and yet he knows that his greatest
days will be those times that he will
have back in his own backyard with his
grandchildren enjoying himself with
his beautiful wife, Susan, and praying
for this country. For we, too, will con-
tinue without him, but we too recog-
nize that the opportunity to take those
ideas that DICK matured for every one
of us, in fact, will make our country
better.

Mr. Speaker, I will miss DICK ARMEY.
We will have one more year to work
with him. But I want the people of this
country to know that the time that is
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spent in Washington, D.C. can be done
by honorable and great people and DICK
ARMEY is simply one of those gen-
tleman.

———

MAKING IN ORDER AT ANY TIME
CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE
JOINT RESOLUTION 78, FURTHER
CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS,
FISCAL YEAR 2002

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that it shall
be in order at any time without inter-
vention of any point of order to con-
sider in the House the joint resolution
(H.J. Res. 78) making further con-
tinuing appropriations for the fiscal
year 2002 and for other purposes; the
joint resolution shall be considered as
read for amendment; the joint resolu-
tion shall be debatable for one hour,
equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Appropria-
tions; and the previous question shall
be considered as ordered on the joint
resolution to final passage without in-
tervening motion except one motion to
recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.
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BASE CLOSURES HARM AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
OSBORNE). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. TAYLOR) is recognized for
5 minutes.

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, in all probability, tomorrow
the defense authorization bill for the
yvear 2002 will come to the House floor.

Three or 4 years from now, it prob-
ably will not be remembered for what
it has done for military procurement,
because it does not do much. It buys
only six ships for the fleet, which is ac-
tually one ship less than the Clinton
administration asked for. It does al-
most nothing to address the aging of
the military air fleet. It does not do a
whole lot as far as replacing aging
weapons systems.

But what it will be remembered for,
if it passes, is the defense authoriza-
tion bill that comes to the floor tomor-
row includes base closure. Having been
a Member of the House for three rounds
of base closure, I am going to oppose
that and offer a motion to recommit,
because I truly believe in my heart and
in my mind that base closure is bad for
America.

First, I think it hurts our Nation’s
ability to defend itself. I think it is bad
for those people who have served our
country, I think it is bad for those peo-
ple who are serving our country, and I
think it is bad for those people who
will serve our country.

On behalf of those who have served, a
little-known fact is that about half of

December 12, 2001

our Nation’s military retirees have
chosen to retire near a military instal-
lation. They do so so that in their gold-
en years they can use those base hos-
pitals and they can use the base com-
missary.

We, in effect, when we took them
away from their families and sent them
all around the world to defend us, we
took one family away from them but
gave them another. The new family is
called the Air Force, the Coast Guard,
the Marine Corps, or the Army. When
we close the base, we have taken the
family away from them.

They have purchased a house that is
automatically reduced in value by the
closure of that base. They are up in
age, they do not want to up and move
again, so in effect we have taken away
their family doctor, the family grocery
store, and once again, added to the list
of things where they say we have bro-
ken promises to them.

I think it is bad for the present.
Right now, all across America there
are people working today, tonight,
early into the morning, working over-
time to take care to do those things
that need to be done so our troops in
the field in Afghanistan and all around
the world are taken care of.

With the passage of this bill, they
will immediately begin to wonder
whether or not on November 7 of 2005 if
that base will be open and if they are
going to have a job. So instead of being
rewarded for doing a good job for our
Nation, they will immediately begin to
worry about their future, and in all
probability start looking for another
job.

I think it is bad because when I asked
my Senate colleagues, the other body,
if they could name one single weapons
system that has been purchased with
savings from the previous three rounds
of base closure, they cannot name one,
because there is no savings. See, the
myth of base closure is that we some-
how save money because we close the
base, we save a little bit on salaries.
However, we are going to turn around
and sell the property.

The part that was never explained to
this Congress, but I will explain, is
that the Nation has to live by the same
laws as any other individual. There-
fore, those laws that require properties
to be cleaned up before they can be sold
or given away apply to this Nation.
Today, our Nation has spent over $13
billion cleaning up bases that were in
turn given to local governing authori-
ties because they could not find any-
thing to do with them. They had suf-
fered devastating effects to their local
economy.

I think it is bad for the future, be-
cause once again we are breaking bonds
between local communities and mili-
tary installations. As we see a shrink-
ing force, we also see a shrinking num-
ber of bases and a shrinking number of
citizens who appreciate on a day-to-day
basis what those bases do for us.

The young soldiers, young airmen,
young Marines, young Coast Guards-
men, the young folks who participate
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